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Introduction of Mind-Map Notes in Lectures and their Effects

— Comparison between class sizes —

Kimio HAsHIMOTO

Kumamoto Gakuen University

Abstract
The purpose of this paper was to use the mind-map developed by Buzan (2008) using students when taking notes of
lectures so as to evaluate effects on the creation of mind-map notes. The subjects involved totaled 116 participants divided
into two groups: those in one large class at a private university and those in one small class at a national university on two
different specialized subjects. Results showed that evaluations and effects on mind-map note creation were significantly
more positive than those negative and overall were favorably received. In particular, students attending the small class
expressed higher evaluation and effectiveness of taking mind-map note. Though mind-map notes have shown to be an

effective method of active learning, consideration of the negative opinions expressed is necessary to improve instruction.
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